
Areas for Improvement  

Most popular
volunteer
activities:
⚽️ Sports

clubs
🌿 Community

and
environmental

work

Although strong progress has been made, feedback from stakeholders and
research point to several areas to strengthen service-learning in Ireland. 

Broaden School Engagement

Raise Awareness and Recognition

Address Access and Equity 

Many students want volunteering to align with their
studies, yet many courses lack this link. Expanding credit-
earning, service-learning and involving community
partners can help bridge the gap.

SERVICE
LEARNING 
IRELAND STATUS REPORT 

All statistics referenced are from Census of Population 2023 Spotlight Series: Volunteering in Ireland.

Integration with Academic Curriculum

Boosting student volunteering needs better promotion,
formal recognition, national awards, as well as stronger data
and research on service-learning outcomes.

The 2016 I-VOL data showed low youth volunteering and
wide regional gaps—targeted support, flexible programs,
and sustained funding for Volunteer Ireland can help
include rural youth, immigrants, and smaller NGOs.

Youth volunteering is mostly in Transition Year. Integrating
service learning into Junior Cycle CSPE, offering
certifications, and partnering with local NGOs could
encourage earlier and more meaningful civic engagement.
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🌄 Highest participation in
rural areas

National policies (2014–2025), like the
National Skills Strategy and
Education for Sustainable
Development, emphasized
volunteering to build leadership,
sustainability, and civic skills.
StudentVolunteer.ie (2015–2017)
connected students to opportunities
nationwide.
By 2021, volunteering was active across
all higher education institutions.
Youth volunteering centres on
Transition Year; no national service-
learning beyond that.
COVID-19 caused a sharp drop in youth
volunteering.

       Recent
Developments 

What is it?

14%

“ S E R V I C E
L E A R N I N G  I S  A
T E A C H I N G  A N D

L E A R N I N G
M E T H O D O L O G Y

W H I C H  F O S T E R S
C I V I C

R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y
A N D  A P P L I E S
C L A S S R O O M

L E A R N I N G
T H R O U G H

M E A N I N G F U L
S E R V I C E  T O  T H E

C O M M U N I T Y . ”  

https://www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/ep/p-cpsv/censusofpopulation2022spotlightseriesvolunteeringinireland/diversity/


Improve VIO’s ability to clearly
communicate skills  

Integrate volunteering into the
school curriculum.
By embedding service learning into
the national curriculum, we can
create a shift in mind set from casual
or informal volunteering to a more
formal structure. 

VALIDATION OF
LEARNING 
IRELAND STATUS REPORT 

All statistics referenced are from Census of Population 2023 Spotlight Series: Volunteering in Ireland.

Volunteer Involving Organisations (VIOs)
are key to helping volunteers recognise
and communicate the value of their
experience. Our survey shows clear
demand for this, with 78% of volunteers
knowing how to communicate their skills,
but only 57% having received support to
do so. 
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What is it?
“ T H E  P R O C E S S  O F

F O R M A L L Y
R E C O G N I S I N G  A N D
D O C U M E N T I N G  T H E

S K I L L S  A N D
K N O W L E D G E

G A I N E D  T H R O U G H
V O L U N T E E R I N G ,

M A K I N G  T H E M
V I S I B L E  A N D

V A L U A B L E  F O R
P E R S O N A L  A N D
P R O F E S S I O N A L

D E V E L O P M E N T . ”  

Strategic
Recommendations

https://www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/ep/p-cpsv/censusofpopulation2022spotlightseriesvolunteeringinireland/diversity/

